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Volunteer Lawyers for Justice (VLJ) is 
a non-profit law office that provides 
FREE legal services to low-income 
people in New Jersey.  VLJ partners 
with volunteer lawyers from law 
firms and corporations who provide 
legal services ranging from brief 
advice to full representation.  Since 
VLJ works with volunteers, VLJ 
cannot guarantee that a lawyer will 
be found to assist every person who 
applies for help.   
 

 
 
 
 

 
Call VLJ at: 

(973) 645-1955 
Monday – Thursday, 9am-4pm  

 
A VLJ staff person will ask you 
questions about your legal issues, 
where your legal issue is taking place 
and your finances.  All of VLJ’s 
programs are open to people with 
legal issues in Essex County, and 
some programs help people 
throughout the state.  Many of the 
projects have financial eligibility 
guidelines, but some services are 
open to all New Jersey residents. 

 
 

What is VLJ? 

 

 
How to Get Help 

RESOURCES 

 
The New Jersey Bar Association Hotline: 

1-888-541-1900 

 

FDIC: 

1-877-ASK-FDIC 

www.fdic.gov 

 

 

Volunteer Lawyers for Justice 
Disaster Legal Response Program 

  
Volunteer attorneys assist victims of 
Superstorm Sandy who have a legal issue 
STEMMING from the storm.  Bring all 
relevant documents, including insurance 
policies, letters, photos, contracts, etc. 
with you to the clinic. 

Where & When: Free walk-in legal clinics 
are regularly held in Bergen, Monmouth 
and Ocean counties and a VLJ staff 
member holds weekly office hours in 
Ocean, Atlantic and Cumberland counties. 

 Details can be found at vljnj.org, or call 
973-645-1955 for assistance 

http://vljnj.org/


 

QUICK FACTS: 
 
- You may only file for Chapter 7 bankruptcy 
once every 8 years.  
 
- It is important to be aware of what property 
will be exempt from the bankruptcy process, 
and what property could possibly be sold to 
pay off your debts. 
 
- If you lost your driver’s license solely because 
you were unable to pay damages that a court 
ordered, bankruptcy will allow you to get your 
license back.  
 
- An employer or government agency cannot 
discriminate against you because you have 
filed for bankruptcy.  
 
- When filing for bankruptcy, you are generally 
required to only attend one proceeding called 
a “meeting of the creditors,” but you might 
also be required to attending a hearing if 
complications arise or if you choose to dispute 
a debt.  
 
- Utility companies are not allowed to refuse 
or cut off service because you have filed for 
bankruptcy. However, they can require a 
deposit for future service and you are required 
to pay the bills that accrue after your 
bankruptcy is filed. 
 
To learn more about whether bankruptcy is 
right for you, please consult an attorney. 

http://vljnj.org 

WHAT IS BANKRUPTCY? 
 
As a victim of a natural disaster, you might be in a 
financial situation that has left you considering 
filing for bankruptcy. Before filing for bankruptcy, 
it is recommended that you reach out to your 
financial institutions to explain your situation, 
because federal agencies have encouraged 
financial institutions to work constructively with 
debtors in communities affected by natural 
disasters. 
 
Chapter 7 bankruptcy is a process that is designed 
to help individuals get protection from their 
creditors. According to the 2005 Bankruptcy Act, 
individual debtors are required to undergo credit 
counseling within six months before filing for 
bankruptcy relief and to complete a financial 
management instructional course after filing 
bankruptcy. A means test is applied to determine 
whether or not you qualify for a Chapter 7 
Bankruptcy. To apply the means test, the courts 
will look at your average income for the 6 months 
prior to filing and compare it to the median 
income for New Jersey. If the income is below the 
median, then you may choose Chapter 7. If your 
income is over the New Jersey median income for 
a household your size then you must complete the 
means test by calculating your income and 
expense information.  
 
In a Chapter 7 Bankruptcy you wipe out your 
debts and get a “Fresh Start”. Chapter 7 
Bankruptcy is a liquidation where a Trustee 
collects all of your assets and sells any assets 
which are not exempt. Filing for Chapter 7 
bankruptcy can also eliminate your repayment 
obligations depending on the type of debts that 
you have and whether the debts are 
dischargeable. 
 
 

ADVANTAGES: 
- Discharge of most debts. After the Bankruptcy is 
discharged the only debts you owe will be for 
secured assets on which you choose to sign a 
“Reaffirmation Agreement.” 
- Automatic stay halting most creditor actions (calls, 
letters, garnishments, lawsuits, etc.). 
- Protection of exempt property from the bankruptcy 
process.  
- Wages you earn and property you acquire after the 
bankruptcy filing are your, not the creditors’ or 
bankruptcy court. 
- There is no minimum amount of debt required. 
- Your case is often over and completely discharged 
in about 3-6 months. 
 

DISADVANTAGES: 

- Possible loss of property such as your home or car. 
- A bankruptcy filing can appear on your credit report 
for a period of ten years after the case is filed which 
could lead to potential difficulty obtaining credit 
post-bankruptcy. 
- Co-signors of a loan can be stuck with your debt 
unless they also file for Bankruptcy protection. 

 

NON-DISCHARGEABLE DEBTS: 
- Back Child Support and Alimony 
- Student Loans 
- Debts for Personal Injury Caused by Driving 
while Intoxicated 
- Fines and Penalties for Violating the Law 
- Recent Income Tax Debts 

 

ALTERNATIVES TO CONSIDER: 
- Credit counseling 
- Debt settlement 
- Chapter 13 Bankruptcy 

 

CHAPTER 13 BANKRUPTCY: 
- You may be able to keep all your property. 
- Repayment plan instead of a “Fresh Start” however, 
debts may be reduced. 
- Immediate protection against Creditors 
- More debts are considered dischargeable 
- Protection against foreclosure as long as you meet 
the terms of the plan 
- May file repeatedly 
- Your debt will last 3-5 years, until your plan is 
completed 
- Future cash is tied up in the payment of the plan 


