
“[Aiden] can stand up for himself because he has confidence now that he didn’t 
have before---because he saw that there was someone on his side.” - Lisa 

  

 

 

    

“The respect and dignity I was shown during the clinic helped restore my 
hope and showed promise for resolution; having someone to have my back 

during this trying time was invaluable. My life is truly changed.” - Jason 

  

 

 

    

“I’ve never had people care --- strangers in fact --- care for me as much 
as [my pro bono legal team] did, or do, still.” - Melissa 

“JASON” While serving in the U.S. Air Force, Jason’s driving privileges 
were suspended for multiple violations, including an unsatisfied civil 
judgment, Motor Vehicle Commission surcharges, and an administrative 
fee. In his life post-service, Jason found it increasingly difficult to obtain a 
well-paying job and complete everyday activities, without a driver’s 
license. Jason tried for many years to restore his New Jersey driving 
privileges on his own, with no success.  

Then Jason found VLJ. Through the Veterans Legal Program, a volunteer team from PSEG’s legal department drafted 
letters to the court requesting to dismiss Jason’s outstanding fines and filed a 
motion to vacate his civil judgment. After not driving for more than 25 years, 
Jason’s license was restored and he passed his driving test in 2017.  

 

“LISA & AIDAN” For years Aidan, who has autism, was the victim of a 
neighborhood bully. When he was nine, the bullying escalated to the point 
that Aidan’s mom, Lisa, sought help from his school and the police. Lisa 
was heartbroken when Aidan did not want to attend school and told her 
that he was unlovable. After trying unsuccessfully to advocate for her son 
on her own, Lisa found VLJ. Volunteer attorney Michael Malia took Aidan’s 
case and helped Lisa reach a resolution with the school that protected 
Aidan.  Now a teen, Aidan is a happy honor student who wants to pursue a 
high tech career and stands up for others he sees being bullied. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“MELISSA” Melissa was beaten and forced into prostitution at the hands of 
one of the United States’ most notorious sex traffickers for more than two and 
a half years. Melissa was a vulnerable young woman who fell prey to her 
trafficker on promises that he would help her regain custody of her young son 
if she agreed to work for him. Willing to do anything for her son, Melissa 
agreed, only to find herself being trafficked all over the United States. 

Melissa eventually escaped her trafficker and aided in his prosecution.  
Unfortunately, the criminal convictions from the time she was a trafficking 
victim stood in her way of rebuilding her life. Melissa got connected with VLJ and her pro bono legal team 
successfully vacated her criminal record---an important step in helping Melissa take care of herself and 
her children. 

 

 
 
 



VOLUNTEER LAWYERS FOR JUSTICE (VLJ) has been standing up for equal justice for New Jersey’s 
residents since 2001. In that time, VLJ has grown from a small, Essex-County based non-profit to an 
award-winning statewide pro bono leader. Since our inception, VLJ has relied on the talents and 
resources of our volunteers to provide free legal services to families with no other options. With New 
Jersey’s high level of poverty and staggering rate of self-representation, there has never been a time 
when pro bono representation is more essential to justice and fairness in our legal system.  
 

 
In 2017… 

 

 

 

 
 
Through the JUST ONE campaign, VLJ is asking you, the individual lawyer, to stand up for justice by making a 
financial contribution. With your help, we can continue to expand VLJ’s programming, serve more low-income 
families, and provide support to our volunteer attorneys so they are more knowledgeable and confident to 
provide pro bono legal services in the areas of greatest need for the community.  
 
Donations of all sizes are welcome, but a donation of: 

 
Through JUST ONE, YOU can help VLJ stand up for justice and achieve our motto of, 

“Taking cases. Changing Lives.”  
 
 

Go to www.vljnj.org/justone to make a secure online donation. 
 

$250  
 

helps a mother protect her 
child from bullying at school 

by enabling VLJ staff to 
gather the information 

necessary to place her case 
with a pro bono lawyer 

 

$500 
 

assists 4 veterans obtain 
advice and brief service at a 
VLJ legal clinic so they can 
start resolving civil legal 

barriers preventing successful 
return to civilian life 

 

$1000  
 

supports a legal seminar 
for 30 people on the brink 

of financial disaster and 
gets them on the road to 

financial stability 
 

$2500  
 

provides a victim of human 
trafficking with a legal team 

to vacate her criminal 
convictions, improving her 
employment and housing 

prospects and removing the 
stigma associated with her 

convictions  

“Programs like VLJ’s help address the crisis, as volunteer lawyers try to pave the way for debtors to recover 
financially. We commend the lawyers in this and other pro bono initiatives who offer their skill and help at a 
time of need. By doing so, they help bridge the justice gap that leaves many low-income residents in New 
Jersey without legal services.” New Jersey Chief Justice Stuart Rabner 

 
 
 
 

Matter of Opinion No. 17-2012 of the Advisory Committee on Professional Ethics, a case brought by VLJ to expand pro bono representation in bankruptcy matters 

$2.3 million 
worth of free legal 
services were donated by 
VLJ volunteer attorneys 

 
 

4,400 people 
were assisted by 
VLJ programs 

 

http://www.vljnj.org/justone

