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2017 JUST ONE Campaign 

“I never would have been able to obtain this result on my own.  VLJ 
and my volunteer attorney made my dreams come true.” - Frank 

 

 

“FRANK” is a 29-year-old US Navy veteran who served in Kuwait.  He left the Navy in 
2008 with an honorable discharge, but his paperwork stated that his reason for 
discharge was “personality disorder.”  Frank was never diagnosed with a personality 
disorder and had several medical professionals who said he did not at the time or 
previously have a personality disorder.  When Frank returned home, he wanted to 
further his career in public service, by becoming a police officer or firefighter.  However, 
he was repeatedly turned away due to the narrative on his discharge papers.  He didn’t 
think he had any recourse. 

Frank found VLJ and we paired him with a volunteer attorney to represent him 
through the military’s arduous discharge upgrade review process.  After months 
of research, interviews, and drafting, Frank’s attorney filed an application for a 
new discharge with the Board of Military Record Corrections.  The military 
tribunal found in Frank’s favor and issued him new discharge papers.  Within 
days of the decision, Frank re-enlisted in the reserves and is once again pursuing 
employment as a firefighter.   

 
 
 
 
 

VOLUNTEER LAWYERS FOR JUSTICE (VLJ) has been standing up for equal 
justice for New Jersey’s residents for 16 years.  In that time, VLJ has 
grown from a small, Essex-County based non-profit to an award-winning 
statewide pro bono leader.  Since our inception, VLJ has relied on the 
talents and resources of our volunteers to provide free legal services to 
families with no other options.  With New Jersey’s high level of poverty 
and staggering rate of self-representation, there has never been a time 
when pro bono representation is more essential to justice and fairness in 
our legal system.   

 

Through the JUST ONE campaign, VLJ is asking you, the individual lawyer, to stand up for justice by making a 
financial contribution. With your help, we can achieve greater success than we did in 2016, when… 

 

 

 

5,155 
$1,792,971 
 4,778 hours of legal services 

were donated by VLJ 
volunteer attorneys 

worth of free legal 
services were 
donated by VLJ 
volunteer 
attorneys 

people were assisted 
by VLJ programs 



www.vljnj.org/justone 

“There are many people out 
there who also aren’t being 
heard and VLJ lawyers can 

give them a voice, like mine 
gave me.” - Margaret 

      
 

 
 

“Now that I have a will, I feel more comfortable knowing that my plans have been documented and my 
wishes are recorded. I can continue trying to work on resolving other matters in my life.” - Helen 

 

   

“MARGARET” made numerous failed 
attempts to address her son’s problems in 
school.  Her 16-year-old son was a victim of 
bullying who also suffered from depression, 
anxiety, and social phobia that caused 
excessive absences from school.  Margaret 
wasn’t getting far on her own and she felt 

overpowered by the school district.  She came to VLJ for help and her pro 
bono attorneys spent over 100 hours working to get her son moved to another school.  Today, Margaret’s son is 
happy, he’s getting straight A’s, and he actually looks forward to going to school! 
 
 
 
 

“HELEN” is a 70-year-old woman who was born and raised in Newark. 
Helen first heard about VLJ, after she was harassed by debt collectors for a 
nominal debt owed to a bank.  Helen met with a volunteer attorney at one 
of VLJ’s walk-in legal clinics.  While the debt was “small” to the bank, it was 
very significant on Helen’s limited budget.  The lawyer contacted the bank 
on Helen’s behalf and negotiated a settlement where the bank wrote off 
the debt for financial hardship.  A few months later, Helen reached out to 
VLJ looking to have a will drafted.  Helen was paired with a VLJ volunteer 
who drafted and executed her will within a few weeks. 

 

Through JUST ONE, YOU can help VLJ stand up for justice and achieve our motto of, “Taking 
cases. Changing Lives.”  Go to www.vljnj.org/justone to make a secure online donation.   
  
Donations of all sizes are welcome, but a donation of: 

$250  
 

helps a mother protect 
her child from bullying at 

school by enabling VLJ 
staff to gather the 

information necessary to 
place her case with a pro 

bono lawyer 
 

$500 
 

assists 4 veterans obtain 
advice and brief service at a 
VLJ legal clinic so they can 
start resolving civil legal 

barriers preventing successful 
return to civilian life 

 

$1000  
 

supports a legal seminar 
for 30 people on the brink 

of financial disaster and 
gets them on the road to 

financial stability 
 

$2500  
 

provides a victim of human 
trafficking with a legal team to 
vacate her criminal convictions, 
improving her employment and 

housing prospects and 
removing the stigma associated 

with her convictions  

“Programs like VLJ’s help address the crisis, as volunteer lawyers try to pave the way for debtors to recover 
financially. We commend the lawyers in this and other pro bono initiatives who offer their skill and help at a 
time of need. By doing so, they help bridge the justice gap that leaves many low-income residents in New 
Jersey without legal services.” New Jersey Chief Justice Stuart Rabner 

 
 
 
 

Matter of Opinion No. 17-2012 of the Advisory Committee on Professional Ethics, a case brought by VLJ to expand pro bono representation in bankruptcy matters 
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